
 
 

 

 

1 2 th  Annual Cattlemenôs Ball 

To Be Held March 29 th  2008  

 

Believe it or not, it is already time for the 12
th
 Annual 

Cattlemenôs Ball.  This yearôs event will be held on 

Saturday, March 29
th
 at the Elks Lodge.  The festivities 

will begin at 6:00 and conclude when the crowd gives out.  

The theme for the Ball is ñBack in Blackò.  We are not 

making this a formal event, but we are hoping everyone 

will a little for our event.  We are hoping that this will 

allow us to differentiate ourselves as THE  EVENT  instead 

of an event.  So guys this means that jackets are suggested. 

 

This year marks the 12
th
 year for our very fun, very 

worthwhile event.  Thanks to the support of the attendees 

and area businesses, our event has grown from hoping to 

be able to breakeven the first year we hosted the event to 

being able to give away $15,500 in scholarships this past 

year.  Since its inception, we have been able to assist are 

students continue their educational pursuit by giving out 

over $100,000 in scholarships.  Many of our recipients 

have gone on to become very successful in a wide variety 

of careers.  Knowing that we were able to play a small part 

in helping these students has made the time and effort put 

forth in hosting our annual Cattlemenôs Ball an enjoyable 

task. 

 

To date we have several very nice items gathered up for the 

Ball.  We will auction off the NWOCA Lifetime 

membership #7.  The winning bidders of the Lifetime 

Membership have been an elite group of folks who have 

been very beneficial supports of our association.  

Hopefully, everyone will consider joining this great group 

of supporters by being the purchaser of this membership!  

As usual we will have a few very nice Western prints.  We 

also have had directors, Elmer Aldridge with E&K 

Services from Mooreland who has said that he will donate 

two loads of gypsum rock and the spreading of it within 50 

miles of Woodward.  We will have a couple different types 

of guns for the sport enthusiast.  We have a wagon wheel 

bench and several wrot iron furnishings for the home.  We 

will again have tickets to the OCA Range Roundup and a 

registration package to the OCA Convention.  New to the 

auction this year we will several antique coins and either an 

antler lamp or chandelier from Sallyôs Antler Art and 

Imports.  There will also be a number of items of interest 

for the ladies. We are working on several packages that 

could include tickets to sporting events.  Unfortunately, the 

details for these events have not been worked out, so I can 

not elaborate on any specifics at this time.  As you can tell, 

we have put a lot of time in coming with a large variety of 

unique items for this yearôs Ball. 

 

The Cattlemenôs Ball is always a great time for those who 

attend.  The Ball is our means of raising funds to assist 

high school seniors as well continuing college students in 

the pursuit of their college degrees.  So invite a 

friend/neighbor to come out and enjoy the evening with us 

Saturday, March 29
th
 at the Woodward Elks Lodge.  We 

are still limited on the number of people that can attend due 

to the size of the Elkôs Lodge.  So contact one of the 

officers or directors today for your tickets to the 

Cattlemenôs Ball.  If you are unable to attend but would 

like to support us with this event, we are always looking 

for sponsors of our various items.  We have also had 

several people call and make donations.  Either way, we 

invite you to support your organization in this event and 

hope to see you at the Ball.  

 

 

All Breed Bull & Female Sale  

Set For April 8 th   

 
The Northwest Oklahoma Cattlemenôs Association will 

be holding its annual cow and bull sale on Tuesday, 

April 8, 2008 at the Woodward Livestock Auction in 

Woodward Oklahoma.  The annual cow and bull sale 

will start at 1:00 p.m. 

 

The sale committee is now taking consignments for the 

annual cow and bull sale.  If you are interested in 

consigning bred or open replacement heifers, cows or 

bulls in the sale contact Justin Barr at (580) 885-7775 or 

Jerry Nine at (580) 256-5547.  Consignment fees are 

$5.00 above regular sale costs for dry cows, $10/head 

above regular sale costs for cows with calves, and 

$75.00 above regular sale prices for bulls.  All cattle for 

the Special Sale must be unloaded at the sale barn by 

Sunday, April 6th.  Cattle unloaded on Monday, April 7th 

for the Special Sale will be charged an extra $10.00 per 

head. 
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Remember if you need to market some replacement 

females or bulls give us a call and let us help you market 

your cattle.  If youôre in the market for replacement 

females or bulls youôll want to plan on being at the 

Woodward Livestock Auction on April 8th for the 

Northwest Cattlemenôs Annual Cow and Bull Sale. 

 

Cattlemen Scholarships Available  

 
The Northwest Cattlemenôs Association has provided over 

$100,000  in scholarships to youth majoring in agriculture 

related fields of study.  Incoming college freshmen as well 

as current college students both are awarded scholarships 

each year. 

 

Seniors graduating this year that are planning to major in 

an agriculture related field of study can submit a 

scholarship application for the 2008-09 school year.  

Applications are available from their high school counselor 

or are available on line at 

http://countyext.okstate.edu/woodward.  Just click on the 

ñScholarshipò icon to pull up either the graduating senior 

or current college student application. 

 

Applications are to be postmarked by Tuesday, April 1, 

2008.  Contact Terry Nelson, at the Woodward County 

Extension Office, for additional information. 

 

 

Cattle On -Feed Numbers Higheré 

for Now  

By Derrell S. Peel 

 

USDAôs February Cattle On Feed Report indicated that 

the February 1, 2008 on-feed total was 102 percent of 

the February 1, 2007 total.  January placements were up, 

at 106 percent of last year, but still less that most pre-

report estimates.  Moreover, January 2008 placements 

are being compared to a very small 2007 January 

placement total.  January placements in 2008 are 

actually 19 smaller than the 2006 January level.  

Marketings in January were 101 percent of one year ago.  

Despite the slight increase in feedlot inventories for 

February 1, tight feeder cattle supplies will limit 

placements in the coming months and bring the on-feed 

total below 2007 levels.  Placements will likely be lower 

through the middle of the year before increasing 

seasonally this fall. 

 

 

 

What is Bovine Trichomoniasi s? 

By Gene Parker Jr. DVM 
 

Recently the Nebraska Department of Agriculture has 

issued new requirements for the entry of Oklahoma 

breeding cattle into Nebraska.  These requirements are 

meant to stop the entry of cattle infected with the organism 

Trichomonas.  Because this disease has been relatively rare 

in Oklahoma, many producers in this state are 

unacquainted with it.  The Oklahoma Animal Disease 

Diagnostic Laboratory has reported that several Oklahoma 

herds have been diagnosed with ñTrichò in 2007. 

 

Bovine trichomoniasis (commonly called ñTrichò) can be 

an important cause of economic loss in cattle operations 

that use natural service.  This disease is caused by a 

protozoan organism called Trichomonas foetus.  This 

organism lives in the internal sheath and prepuce of the 

bull.  In cows this organism colonizes in the internal 

reproductive tract. 

 

How does it get transmitted?  Trichomoniasis is a 

venereal disease of cattle.  It is transmitted from cow to 

cow by a bull during breeding.  Bulls show no clinical 

signs.  Cows can commonly clear the infection within a 

few months; however, infection in bulls over 4 years of age 

is usually permanent and is the main source of transmission 

from one breeding season to another.  The disease is self-

limiting in cows, as opposed to bulls, that will be 

permanently infected.  After several heat cycles, most cows 

and heifers clear the infection, but this may take months. 

 

How does it affect cattle?  What will you usually see if 

you have a problem?  The most common signs in an 

infected herd are related to infertility.  The cows will breed 

and settle, but then they experience early embryonic death 

of the fertilized embryo.  About 30 to 40 days later the cow 

will once again come back into heat and breed.  This may 

go on for 2 to 4 cycles until the cow clears the infection 

and settles for good, staying pregnant to deliver a full term 

live calf.  While this whole process is happening the cows 

may have a calving date that is 3 to 6 months late. 

 

Ranchers may notice the following signs when ñTrichò 

infects a herd: 

 Early abortion (too early to find an aborted fetus) 

and return to heat 

 Repeated breeding resulting in long breeding 

seasons 

 A wide range of gestational ages at pregnancy 

check 

 In first-time infected herds, it is common to end 

with a 50 to 70 percent calf crop strung out over 

three to eight months 

 



How can you test your herd for infection?  Visit with 

your local large animal veterinarian.  Testing for 

Trichomonas foetus is usually done on breeding bulls by 

performing a preputial wash and inoculating the sample 

into special culture media.  If one bull is found positive, 

you should assume that the whole herd is exposed.  

 

Studies of positive bulls have shown that this culture 

method will miss about 10 to 20 percent of infected bulls if 

the test is performed only once.  So, if no infected bull is 

found on the basis of one culture of all the bulls in the herd, 

then we can be 80 to 90 percent sure that the herd is 

ñclean.ò 

 

How can you treat infected herds?  Again, it is important 

that producers visit with their veterinarian.  There are 

vaccines available.  The vaccines help cows/heifers to clear 

the infection in a matter of weeks (versus months in 

unvaccinated cows).  In most cases, it does not prevent 

infection.  The vaccine does not prevent infection or reduce 

the disease in bulls.  There is no approved treatment for 

infected bulls. 

 

How can you prevent the disease in your herd? 

 Use young, fertile bulls or artificial insemination 

(AI)  

 Culture new bulls at breeding soundness exam 

time 

 Keep a closed herd and test any animal that you 

buy 

 

How can you control the disease in our herd?  If one of 

your bulls is positive for trichomoniasis, it is recommended 

to cull all bulls and vaccinate all females twice, one month 

apart.  If you want to keep your bulls, you can vaccinate all 

females annually, but it would be better to cull all bulls and 

open cows before next season. 

 

An alternative, if you donôt want to cull all bulls, is to 

sample them at least three times at weekly intervals.  With 

three negative tests, we will be 99 percent confident that a 

bull is negative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Hollow Stem Will Be Here 

Soon!!  

 

First hollow stem is rapidly approaching and letting 

cattle graze too long on wheat pasture might be more 

costly this year than ever.  This is especially true for 

wheat pasture that did not emerge until late or that 

was grazed hard throughout the winter.  In order to 

recoup yield potential, wheat needs an opportunity to 

regain leaf area lost to grazing.  In essence you are 

giving the crop a few weeks to produce leaf area that 

would normally take a few months to produce, so it is 

important to give the crop every advantage. 

 

First hollow stem is the wheat growth stage when 

cattle should be removed from wheat pasture to 

optimize the dual-purpose wheat production system.  

First hollow stem is characterized by 1.5 cm or ½ inch 

(about the same diameter as a dime) of hollow stem 

being present below the soil surface.  It occurs prior to 

jointing at a time when hollow stem may only be 

present below the soil surface.  When checking for 

first hollow stem in your fields, remember O-S-U.  

Check fields Often as first hollow stem progresses 

rapidly.  You must check the Same variety & same 

planting date as the field in question.  Variety and 

planting date have huge influence on when first 

hollow stem occurs.  Finally you must check for first 

hollow stem in an Ungrazed area, such as a small area 

just outside of the hotwire.  Detailed information on 

first hollow stem and why it is important can be found 

at www.firsthollowstem.okstate.edu. 

 

 
 

2008 Great Western Feedout  

 

The 2008 Great Western Feedout is under way at the 

Cattlmenôs Choice Feedyard north of Gage, OK.  The trial 

started with cattle being received on February 20
th
.  This 

yearôs trial began with 85 head from these area producers: 

Dr. Roy Thornbrough, Sam Thornbrough, Jim L. Pugh, 

Steve & Donna Standridge, Joe & Darlene Waggoner, 

Warren Lovelady, Mitch Zimmerman, Kent Miller, David 

Guthrie, Danny Ferrer, and Murphy Land & Cattle. 

 

Stop by Cattlemanôs Choice or contact Dale Moore on the 

progress of this first of its kind trial in this part of the 

country. 

http://www.firsthollowstem.okstate.edu/
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