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    While continuing with all of the traditional aspects, the 87
th
 State 4-H Roundup 

also will see some big changes this year. 

     To start with, the stateôs largest 4-H event will take place July 30 through Aug. 1 

on the Oklahoma State University campus. In addition, this yearôs event will be the 

official kick off to celebrate the centennial of the Oklahoma 4-H Program. The 

theme of the 87
th
 State 4-H Roundup will be ñ4-HéTransforming the World.ò 

     ñThe change in dates is to accommodate the schedules of more 4-Hôers,ò said 

Tracy Branch, state 4-H events and activities coordinator. ñState  4-H Roundup 

traditionally has taken place around Memorial Day, but some schools across the 

state are still in session. Weôre hoping that by moving the event to later in the 

summer, more youth will be able to attend. Weôre expecting more than 1,000 youth 

plus volunteer leaders and county educators to attend.ò 

     Members of the 4-H Centennial Committee are excited about Roundup being the 

official kick off for the celebration. 

     ñOur committee has four goals,ò said Kellie Strawn, coordinator of special 

programs and promotions. ñFirst, we want to increase 4-H membership across the 

state. Second, we want to increase the number of adult volunteers. Third we want to 

increase contact with 4-H alumni. And finally, we want to tell the 4-H story as we 

honor our roots and look forward to the next 100 years of making the best better.ò 

     Strawn also said pairing official kick off to the Oklahoma 4-H Centennial with 

State 4-H Roundup is a great way to get the word out about all of the exciting, 

upcoming activities of the centennial celebration, which will take place between 

July 2008 and December 2009. 

     Branch said one of the new activities will be the ñOpening Event.ò This event 

will take place at the Colvin Center on the OSU campus and will feature swimming, 

sand volleyball, games and various get-acquainted activities. 

     Club members will have the chance to celebrate the 4-H Centennial with a new, 

tasty treat. Blue Bell Creameries has created Centennial Cupcake Ice Cream to 

commemorate the 4-H programôs centennial celebration. Blue Bell officials have 

indicated the ice cream will be available during one of the Roundup events. 

     Delegates will have the opportunity to attend a variety of educational workshops. 

Also on this yearôs agenda will be Fashion Revue, Share-the-Fun, political rallies, 

Clover Quiz Bowl, Livestock Quiz Bowl and the Job Readiness Event. 

     In keeping with tradition, Roundup will serve as a time of recognition for many 

club members. Two of the top 4-Hôers from across the state will be inducted into the 

4-H Hall of Fame during the Honor Night Assembly. This is the highest honor a 4-

Hôer can achieve at the state level. 

     In addition, state record book winners and scholarship winners will be 

announced, as well as a new group of State 4-H Ambassadors. New state and 

district officers also will be elected.  Author and motivational speaker Kirk Weisler 

will serve as this yearôs keynote speaker. 

     ñWeôre very excited about all of the Roundup activities we have planned,ò 

Branch said. ñThis is a great opportunity for youth from across the state to visit the 

OSU campus, learn new things, make new friends and reconnect with old friends. 

This yearôs Roundup is sure to be a special time as we kick off the Oklahoma 4-H 

Centennial.ò 

http://www.harpercountyosu.com/


4-H Parent-Volunteer Conference offers many learning opportunities 

      Oklahoma 4-H parents and volunteer leaders 

should mark their calendars for July 12. This is the 

date for the 4-H Parent-Volunteer 

Conference that will take place at 

Oklahoma State University in 

Stillwater. This yearôs theme is 

ñCelebrate the Oklahoma 4-H 

Tradition.ò 

     The early bird registration is $30 

and due on or before June 20. 

Enrollment postmarked after June 

20 is $40. The conference program 

and enrollment form are available online after 

May 1 at 

http://oklahoma4h.okstate.edu/volun/eduopp.htm.  

     ñThe Volunteer Board is planning to spring 

board the Oklahoma 4-H Centennial Celebration,ò 

said Theresa Bragg, Volunteer Board vice-

president. ñOklahoma 4-H will celebrate its 

centennial in 2009, so during our conference we 

will offer a track of workshops that highlight 

opportunities and events that will take place 

during the remainder of 2008 and throughout 

2009.ò 

     Three other tracks of learning opportunities to 

improve a volunteerôs knowledge of developing 4-

H project work, project planning and life skills 

development also will be offered, said Karla  

Knoepfli, assistant Extension specialist, volunteer 

and leadership development. 

     ñThese workshops are sure to motivate the 

first-time volunteer, as well as challenge the 

veteran volunteers and educators,ò Knoepfli said.  

     Recognition has long played an important role 

in the 4-H program, and it is no different for the 

volunteer leaders. 

     During a special awards luncheon, volunteers 

who have been selected by their county for 

Volunteer of the Year and the Lifetime Service 

Award will be recognized. In addition, the district 

and state winners will be announced. 

     Knoepfli also noted that for the second year in 

a row, they have received a grant from National 4-

H Council, in partnership with Monsanto, to 

underwrite the conference. 

     ñMonsanto has a long-standing 

tradition of providing support for 4-

H,ò said Jim Tobin, director, biotech 

business development, Monsanto. 

ñMany company employees were 4-H 

members and tell us that they credit 4-

H for many of the skills they use 

today. (This is) a real credit to the 4-H 

volunteer leaders who assisted them in 

their learning process.ò 

     The grant will provide up to 100 $30 

scholarships to certified 4-H adult volunteers who 

apply to attend the conference for the first time. 

     In order to be eligible, the volunteer must be 

fully certified and will be expected to do a 

presentation at their local club for 

parents/volunteers or at a county Parent Volunteer 

Association event prior to Dec. 31, 2008. 

     ñThis yearôs conference promises to be one of 

the very best weôve had,ò Knoepfli said. ñNot only 

will the volunteers garner personal and 

professional growth, but they will come together 

with Extension staff to develop common 

knowledge and specific skills that are important to 

the philosophies of the 4-H Youth Development 

program.ò 

     ñThis annual conference is one way to show 

our commitment to the more than 4,200 volunteers 

who invest their time and effort in the program,ò 

said Ann Knopfel, Volunteer Board president. ñIn 

addition, volunteers who attend the conference 

have the opportunity to continue their education 

and maintain their certification as a 4-H 

volunteer.ò 

     For more information about the conference, 

please call 405-744-8891, or visit the conference 

Web site at 

http://oklahoma4h.okstate.edu/volun/eduopp.htm.  
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Babysitting Clinic 
 

The Babysitting Clinic  will 
be offered in two locations 
this month.    In Laverne on 
Wednesday, May 28 th from 

9:00 am �± 2:00 pm  (location is TBD) .  In 
Buffalo on Thursday, May 29 th from 
9:00am-2:00pm  at the Fairgroun ds.  These 
workshops will be instructed by Carol 
�/�D�Y�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G���R�X�U���V�X�P�P�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q���.�¶�'�D�Z�Q��
Carlisle.  
 
Youth 6 th grade and older and Day Care 
Providers are invited to participate.  
Topics covered will be Health & Safety 
while babysitting, Creative Play, Songs, 
Games & more.  

 
Please pre -register at the OSU Extension 

Center   
by calling (580)735 -2252. 

 

 

Meat Goat Workshop 
 

Harper County OSU Extension in 

conjunction with the Beaver County OSU 

Extension Office will be providing a Meat 

Goat Workshop on Monday, June 2nd at 

the Laverne Ag Barn from  

10am ï 3pm (lunch provided)  

 

RSVP by May 29
th
 to the Extension Office 

 

We will be covering Meat Goat care and 

raising, nutrition, and showmanship.  All 

participants will receive a free Meat Goat 

Manual, notebook and pen.  

This will be lecture and hands 

on instruction for students 

interested in the Meat Goat 

Industry.   

 

 

 

 

 

TRACTOR DRIVING 

SCHOOL 

June 5
th

 & 6
th

  
 

There will be a tractor driving 

school sponsored by 

Harper, Woodward, and 

Ellis County Extension 

Offices at the Woodward 

County Fairgrounds on June 5
th

 & 6
th

, 

2008.  On June 5
th
, the school will be from 

8:30am to 4:30pm and on Friday 9:00am to 

approximately 2:00pm.  If you are 14 or 15 years 

old and plan on being employed as a tractor driver 

or farm machine operator you have to receive 24 

hours of safety training according to the U.S. 

Department of Labor.  If you are planning on 

attending call the Harper County OSU 

Extension Center at 735-2252 to reserve a 

packet.   

 

 

4-H County Record Books 
 

 We would like to 

encourage every 4-H 

member to create a record 

book.  4-Hôers do so many 

activities/projects and with a 

little more time and effort all 

of this work can be documented and rewarded by 

completing a record book.  This is how most of 

our awards and medals are chosen that are 

presented at the Achievement Program.  Please 

take advantage of the Record Book Workshops 

and schedule a time at one of the following 

locations to meet with Carol about your Record 

Book.   
 

Tuesday, June 10
th
 at the Extension Office 

in Buffalo ï beginning at 10:00am 

Wednesday, June 11
th
 in Laverne (TBD) - 

from 10:00am-2:00pm 

 


