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Electronics waste continues to be a growing problem 

 

  

     The new plasma screen television looks great in the 

den. Dozens of songs have been downloaded to the 

new iPod. You might not have figured out all the bells 

and whistles on that new computer or cell phone, but 

the new video game system works perfectly. 

     If the holidays brought a load of new electronic 

gadgets to your home, you may be wondering what to 

do with the old stuff. Is it safe to just toss things in the 

trash? 

     Over the past 10 or so years, technological advances 

in electronics have had a big impact on the lives of 

most everyone, said Jeff Sallee, Oklahoma 4-H science 

and technology state specialist.  

     ñBecause of our growing dependence on 

electronics, both at home and in the workplace, weôre 

now facing a new environmental challenge called 

electronics waste,ò Sallee said. ñAccording to the 

Environmental Protection Agency, in the late 1990s, 

more than 20 million personal computers became 

obsolete, and of those, a mere 13 percent were recycled 

or reused. Rapid changes in computer technology, 

along with new and improved products hitting the 

market, is causing a huge surge in electronics waste.ò 

     Lead, mercury and hexavalent chromium are just a 

few of the things that make electronics waste 

hazardous material. Mercury from electronics has been 

cited as a leading source of mercury in municipal 

waste. 

     Additionally, brominated flame retardants are 

commonly added to plastics used to make electronics. 

If not handled properly, these toxins can be released 

into the environment through incinerator ash or landfill 

leachate. 

    Millions of pounds of materials have been recovered 

from electronics, including steel, glass, plastic and 

precious metals. 

     ñReusing and recycling the raw materials from 

outdated electronics conserves natural resources and 

reduces air and water pollution,ò he said. ñIt also cuts 

down on greenhouse gas emissions that are caused by 

manufacturing new products.ò 

     There are a number of ways to reduce electronics 

waste. Sallee said preventing waste in the first place is 

usually preferable to any waste management option. 

Whenever possible, donate or reuse various electronic 

devices. Donating used electronics extends the life of 

valuable products and keeps them out of the waste 

management system. 

     If donation or reuse is not an option, households and 

businesses can send their used electronics for 

recycling. 

     ñDepending on your area and the amount of 

equipment you have, the best recycling option may be 

collection day organized by a local 4-H club. Clubs 

may get recycling information from a local electronics 

retailer,ò he said. ñThis is a great opportunity for club 

members to take an active role in the betterment of 

their communities.ò 

     Another way to help protect the environment is to 

ñbuy green.ò Look for electronics that are made with 

fewer toxic materials and use recycled materials. 

Products also should use minimal packaging and be 

energy efficient. 

     Consumers also can ask their retailer or electronics 

supplier about environmentally preferable electronics 

that are available.  

     ñBefore you put the old television on the curb, toss 

the old hand-held game system or throw out your old 

cell phone, check to see what recycling opportunities 

are available. Youôll be doing your environment a big 

favor,ò Sallee said. 
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CALENDAR  
 

 
January 2008 
Kick off Ronald McDonald campaign this month 
12th - Winter Shooting Sports @ Woodward  
21st -  Office Closed for Holiday  
23rd -  Meat Science practice @ Ext Office 3:30pm 
26th - Winter Shooting Sports District Contest @ Woodward 
 Way Out West Steer and Heifer Show @ Laverne 
30th -  4H Parent/Leader Meeting @ Noon in Extension Office Conf. Room 
 NW District Livestock Judging Contest @ Enid 
 Meat Science practice @ Ext Office 3:30pm 
 

February 2008 
1st &  2nd - Omniplex Camp -In 
2nd -  State Shooting Sports at UCO (Air Rifle & Air Pistol only!!!!)  
 Laverne Goat & Pig Show 
4th - Laverne Cloverbuds Meet 
5th - Stocker Cattle Weighout at Buffalo Feeders 9:00am (weather permitting)  
6th - Buffalo 4-H Meeting   
11th - County Lamb Lead Forms Due to Extension Office 
12th - Laverne Jr and Sr 4-H Meetings 
13th - Meat Science practice @ Ext Office 3:30pm 
15th - District Lamb Lead Forms Due to Woodward Office   
 District Entries Due to Woodward Office  
18th -  Harper County Stock Show @ Laverne 
19th - Harper County Stock Show Premium Sale @ Laverne  
25th - Ronald McDonald sales due to Extension Office by 4:00pm 
27th - Meat Science practice @ Ext Office 3:30pm 
29th -  Citizenship Washington Focus deadline  
 

March 2008 
2nd ð 8th District Stock Show @ Woodward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Harper County Meat Science Team 
 

If you are a 4-Her interested in participating as an 
individual or on the Harper County Meat Science Team ï 

the first practice will be held on Wednesday, January 23rd at the 
Harper County Extension Office at 3:30pm.   

 

If, for any reason, you are unable to attend this first meeting but would 
like to be involved, please let the Extension Office or Kandi Blasdel 

know so that we can notify you of future practice information. 
 

Scheduled Practice dates:    Jan 23rd Jan 30th Feb 13th Feb 27th 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4-H Club Meeting Dates 
 

 
 

Laverne Sr 4H ï 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month in Student Center 

 

Laverne Jr 4H ï 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month in Gymatorium  

 

Buffalo 4H ï 1
st
 Wednesday of each month in BHS Cafeteria 

 

Laverne Cloverbuds ï 1
st
 Monday of each month in Gymatorium  

 



 

 
2008 HARPER COUNTY JUNIOR LIVESTOCK  

ASSOCIATION SHOW  
LAVERNE, OKLAHOMA  

 

 

Monday, February 18
th

 
 

8:00 am - Goat & Sheep Cards Turned In                                             

9:00 am - Goat Show  

Sheep Show immediately following Goat Show 

12:00 pm ï Hog Cards Turned In 

1:00 pm - Lambs Lead 

2:00 pm - Stocker Interviews 

3:00 pm - Hog Show 

4:00 pm - Cattle Cards Turned In 

6:00 pm - Cattle Show 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 19
th

  
5:00 - 6:00 pm - Hamburger Feed 

6:30 pm - Premium Sale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Livestock Judge ï Ryan Oreck from Liberal, KS 
 

All market animals must have been owned and fed continuously by the exhibitor for the following 
period of time: all market beef- 100 days, prospect steers - 30 days, market lambs, goats & hogs-60 

days. All breeding animals must have been owned 45 days. 
 

 

COUNTY LAMB LEAD FORMS DUE FEBRUARY 11th. 

If you are interested in participating in the Lamb Lead on February 18th during the 
Harper    
County Stock Show, please contact the Extension Office for a registration form.   
The forms are due back in our office no later than February 11th, 2008. 
 

 

Stocker Cattle Weighout 

Tuesday, February 5
th
, 2008 

9am @ Buffalo Feeders 




